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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  ANNFIELD  PLAIN  URBAN 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annfield  Plain, 

February,  1914. 

Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  for  your  information  and  consideration  my  Second  Annual 
Report  upon  the  Health  and  Sanitary  State  of  the  District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December  last. 

Although  the  Health  Statistics  are  not  quite  so  satisfactory  as  in  the  previous  year — a year  which  was 
exceptional  in  respect  to  the  satisfactory  incidence  of  disease  all  over  the  country,  our  own  District  not 
excepted— still  we  have  no  reason  to  consider  the  health  of  the  District  unduly  unsatisfactory,  as  we  are 
within  whispering  distance  of  the  averages  for  the  County. 

Annfield  Plain  was  constituted  an  Urban  District  Council  in  1896  having  been  previously  ad- 
ministered by  the  Lanchester  Rural  District  Council. 

The  District  comprises  an  area  of  high  ground  and  forms  part  of  the  water-shed  between  the  rivers 
Derwent  and  Wear. 

The  Parishes  of  Collierley,  Greencroft  Within  and  Kyo  are  within  its  boundaries,  and  it  contains 
3,489  acres  with  a rateable  value  of  ^56, 241. 

The  Urban  District  consists  of  a collection  of  mining  villages,  somewhat  widely  scattered,  forming 
roughly  a ring  round  Annfield  Plain  proper,  the  business  centre  which  gives  its  name  to  the  adminstrative  area. 

The  names  of  these  various  units  are  viz.  : — Greencroft  Within,  East  Castle,  Dipton,  Hill  Top,  Flint 
Hill,  White-le-Head,  Bradley  and  Hare  Law,  Catchgate,  West  Kyo,  New  Kyo  and  Annfield  Plain. 

There  are  six  colliery  companies  actively  at  work  within  the  Urban  area,  and  many  workmen  reside 
therein  who  are  employed  in  the  adjoining  localities. 

The  gradual  improvement  of  the  District  since  it  obtained  Urban  powers,  with  respect  to  housing- 
conditions,  streets,  sewerage  system,  scavenging,  and  the  slow  but  steady,  whenever  possible,  substitution 
of  the  water  carriage  system  for  the  conservancy  method,  to  which  may  be  added  the  quick  despatch  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  to  hospital,  and  the  organised  effort  under  the  provisions  of  the  Insurance 
Act,  to  mitigate,  or  if  possible,  extirpate  Tuberculosis  from  our  midst  must  eventually  alter  in  a satisfactory 
manner,  the  incidence  of  disease  in  your  District. 

The  chief  industry  of  the  District,  namely,  coal-mining,  not  only  maintained,  but  if  anything 
improved  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  previous  year,  and  unemployment  was  practically  unknown,  conse- 
quently Poor  Relief  decreased.  The  National  Health  Insurance  Act  with  its  inestimable  benefits,  will,  it 
is  expected,  materially  assist  in  reducing  pauperism  and  gratuitous  medical  relief  in  the  future. 
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Summary  of, ..and  remarks  on  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Department  during  the 
year  1313. 


IN  umDer  ot 
Informal 

iNumuer  ot 
Formal 

Number  of 

1 PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

written 
Notices  by 
Inspector. 

Notices  by 
Order  of 
Authority. 

Nuisances 
abated  after 
Notice. 

General  Remarks. 

Dwelling-houses  ( Foul  conditions 

10 

none 

10 

Houses  in  a dirty  condition. 

and 

-^Structural  defects 

9 

,, 

9 

Schools 

(Overcrowding 

10 

” 

10 

Mainly  two  families  in  one 
house. 

Lodging-hc 

uses 

1 

„ 

1 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

none 

none 

Cowsheds 

,, 

,, 

,, 

Bakehouses  ... 

,, 

„ 

,, 

Slaughter-houses 

h ,, 

,, 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

20 

” 

20 

Applies  to  Scavenging. 
Privies  required  cleans- 
ing by  contractor. 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

38 

38 

Water-closets... 

16 

,, 

16 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

r Defective  Traps 

House  ) No  Disconnection 

104 

5 

” 

104 

5 

Drainage  | 

| from  Sewers  ... 

none 

,, 

none 

v Other  Faults 

42 

” 

42 

These  apply  to  choked 

drains. 

Water  Supply 

none 

,, 

none 

Ample  and  wholesome 

Pigsties 

„ 

,, 

„ 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  ... 

„ 

„ 

„ 

Offensive  Trades 

,, 

„ 

,, 

Smoke  Nuisances 

,, 

„ 

„ 

Other  Nuisances 

„ 

,, 

„ 

Quarry  Fencing 

1 

” 

1 

Totals  .. 

256 

— 

256 
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NUMBER. 

REMARKS 

II.  WATER,  FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  „ condemned  as  unfit  for  use 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  Unwholesome 
Food 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis  ... 
„ ,,  found  Adulterated 

NONE 

NONE 

NONE 

NONE 

NONE 

Water  satisfactory 

Organs  of  cattle  and  sheep  affected  with 
parasitic  diseases,  and  29  stones  of 
chilled  meat  which  showed  signs  of 
decomposition. 

III.  PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed  ... 

2 

Destroyed  after  Enteric  Fever. 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

71 

Schools  do.  do.  do. 

1 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected  persons  or 

things 

NONE 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  diseases 

Convictions  for  do.  do.  do. 

NONE 

IV.  GENERAL. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  ... 

35 

There  are  34  of  the  houses  self-contained 

Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  the  year 

35 

and  1 tenement.  All  have  proper  water- 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ashclosets 

12 

closets,  with  one  exception,  this  was  a 

do.  do.  Waterclosets 

40 

house  in  an  isolated  position. 

Ashclosets  do.  do. 

NONE 

8 houses  have  5 rooms. 

Total  number  of  Waterclosets  in  District 

491 

do.  Ashclosets  do. 

1019 

do.  Ashpit-privies  do. 

1319 
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Cowsheds  and  Dairies. — There  are  18  cowsheds  that  come  under  the  regulations  in  force  within 
the  district.  The  majority  of  these  are  wooden  erections  to  accommodate  from  3 to  5 cows.  They  are  kept 
in  a fairly  good  condition. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — Frequent  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  3 common  lodging  houses. 
Considerable  improvements  have  been  made  as  regards  the  beds  in  2 of  the  houses,  the  old  double  beds 
having  been  removed  and  good  single  beds  supplied,  with  new  bedding.  The  rooms  are  kept  clean  and  in 
conformity  with  the  bye-laws. 

Wooden  Houses. — The  whole  of  the  wooden  houses  at  South  Pontop  Colliery  are  now  closed  and 
demolished.  The  wooden  houses  at  Clark’s  Yard,  Dipton,  have  been  closed  and  demolished.  There  are 
now  only  7 of  the  wooden  houses,  known  as  Lily  Cottages,  Dipton,  in  occupation,  and  these  will  be  closed 
in  May  next  in  accordance  with  the  agreement  made  with  the  owners. 

New  Houses. — The  number ,»of  new  houses  occupied  during  the  year  is  35.  There  are  34  of  these 
self  contained,  and  1 tenement  house.  All  have  proper  water-closets  with  the  exception  of  1 house,  which 
is  in  an  isolated  position ; 8 of  the  houses  have  5 rooms. 

Slaughter  Houses. — In  the  district  there  are  9 slaughter-houses ; these  are  regularly  visited 
when  slaughtering  is  in  process.  The  animals  killed  are  all  of  good  quality  and  the  bye-laws  are  carefully 
carried  out.  There  are  six  shops  that  deal  in  the  dead-meat  trade ; these  shops  are  visited  regularly. 
There  have  been  9 seizures  of  meat  unfit  for  food  during  the  year. 

Number  of  Animals  slaughtered  for  food  during  1913  : — 

Beasts,  1,716  ) 

Sheep,  3,848  [ Total,  6,604. 

Pigs,  1,040.  ) 

Quantity  of  Chilled  Beef  and  Mutton  sold  during  1913 — Stones,  8,586. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  9 factories  and  27  workshops  within  the  district,  102 
wisits  have  been  paid  to  these  places  during  the  past  year,  a few  defects  were  found  which  have  been 
remedied. 

Water  Supply.  Within  recent  years,  we  have  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  scarcity  or  the 
quality  of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Co.  The  water  is  of  a quality 
excellent  for  domestic  purposes,  and  the  Company  is  always  alive  to  maintaining  its  purity  and  its  quantity. 
This  year  has  been  particularly  dry,  long  intervals  occurring  without  any  rainfall.  It  would  be  a calamity 
to  the  District  were  a shortage  of  water  to  occur. 
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Watepclosets. 

1912 

Total  number  of  W.C’s. — 417 

do  Ashclosets — 1007 

do  Ashpit  Privies — 1367 


1913 

491  + 74 
1019  — 12 
1319  — 48 


The  gradual  conversion  from  the  conservancy  to  the  less  objectionable  water-carriage  system  must 
eventually  have  a salutary  influence  upon  the  health  statistics  of  the  District.  The  fact  that  it  would 
diminish  or  curtail  the  too  numerous  places  wherein  the  hitherto  considered  harmless  fly  found  a con- 
venient place  to  lay  its  eggs,  hatch  its  young,  and  swarm  into  houses,  pantries,  &c.,  carrying  on  its  wings 
and  feet,  and  its  stomach  and  intestines  millions  of  virulent  micro-organisms  which  produce  all  kinds  of 
disease, — were  it  only  to  minimise,  extirpate  would  be  still  more  desirable,  were  it  possible,  this  plague  cf 
potential  disease  carriers,  it  would  be  worth  the  extra  cost  which  it  might  entail. 


The  conservancy  system  reminds  us  that,  even  in  our  advanced  stage  of  civilization,  we  still  cling  to 
some  of  the  more  primitive  customs  and  conventions  of  our  forefathers,  and  when  reason  tells  us  that  it 
would  be  to  our  advantage  to  discard  these  customs  in  the  interest  of  our  health,  prejudice  and  often 
selfish  interests  prove  the  stronger  of  the  two,  and  we  go  on  in  the  footsteps  of  our  fathers,  until  some 
severe  epidemic  of  disease  pulls  us  up  to  a sense  of  our  duty  to  ourselves  and  our  children. 


It  is  not  a remote  or  unfruitful  idea  to  suggest  that  the  conversion  to  the  water-carriage  system' 
must  have,  sooner  or  later,  if  not  an  actual  sanitary  effect  upon  the  incidence  of  those  infective  diseases 
attributed  to  fermentation,  decomposition,  and  decaying  organic  matter  generally,  at  any  rate,  it  will  have 
a refining  influence  upon  the  aesthetic  susceptibilities  of  the  people,  and  that  itself  would  be  a gain  to  the 
public  health  of  the  community. 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  instance,  may  seem  to  some  thoughtless  people,  uninspired 
and  devoid  of  romance.  In  the  ordinary  acceptance  of  these  ideas,  it  may  be  so,  but  to  those  who 
see  visions  and  dream  dreams  of  the  future  condition  of  the  race,  this  humble  official  is  to  them  the  em- 
bodiment of  the  true  missionary  spirit,  the  pioneer  in  a holy  crusade  against  all  that  opposes  the  gospel  of 
air,  light  and  water  in  abundance,  the  begetters  of  comfort,  refinement  and  physical  and  moral  health. 
He  assists  in  laying,  stably  and  securely,  the  foundations  of  the  great  Temple  of  Health  which  is  to  re- 
generate the  future  races  of  these  islands. 
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it  will  relieve  the  situation  to  a considerable  extent. 


Census  of  England  and  'Wales,  1911. 

Tenements  ...  Civil  Parishes:  Collierley,  Creencroft  Within,  and  Kyo. 

Total  of  Private  Families  ...  3,138.  | Total  Population  ...  16,552  | Population  in  Private  Families  ...  16,400. 
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Total  .. 

The  Table  should  be  read  as  follows  : — Of  the  3,138  tenements  enumerated,  48  were  tenements  of  1 room,  1,041  of  2 rooms,  &c  , and  of  the 
1,041  tenements  of  2 rooms,  20  were  occupied  by  1 person,  129  by  2 persons,  &c. 
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The  thick  lines,  thus  on  the  annexed  Census  Table  indicate  the  point  at  which  over- 

crowding begins,  reckoning  the  not  excessive  number  of  two  inmates  to  each  room,  in  an  ordinary  sized 
workman’s  dwelling.  It  would  seem,  from  the  Table,  that  a considerable  amount  of  overcrowding  exists 
in  your  district.  But  this  is  more  apparent  than  real.  If  we  distribute  the  people  equally  among  the 
dwellings  we  find  that  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  is  not  so  very  excessive  when  compared 
with  the  whole  country,  the  number  being  5’2.  In  particular  instances,  there  are  undoubtedly  many  cases 
of  overcrowding,  but  this  is  a diminishing  quantity,  I am  pleased  to  state,  in  your  district,  as  compared 
with  previous  years.  The  number  of  persons  per  house  at  the  1901  Census  was  5.5. 

I have  pleasure  in  stating  that  your  Council  is  more  alive  now  than  ever  to  the  evils  of  this  over- 
crowding as  evidenced  by  the  steady  and  consistent  support  given  to  your  officers  in  their  attempts  to  deal 
with  the  housing  problem  generally  in  its  many  ramifications  and  in  the  ofttimes  delicate  and  difficult 
questions  which  arise  in  the  course  of  negotiations.  A further  evidence  of  your  interest  in  finding 
a solution  to  the  question  of  overcrowding  is  the  fact  that,  in  a very  short  time,  your  60  new  houses, 
erected  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  will  be  completed. 

In  addition  to  these  houses  now  being  built,  9 1 houses  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise, 
making  on  completion  of  the  Council  houses,  151  since  the  Census  returns  in  1911. 

This  shows,  at  anyrate,  that  an  effort  is  made  to  keep  up  with  the  increase  of  the  population. 
This  year,  however,  shows  a reduction  in  the  number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise,  as  compared 
with  the  previous  one,  but  this,  we  hope,  may  be  a temporary  abstention  from  building  owing  to,  possibly, 
trade  conditions;  not  to  a reluctance  on  the  part  of  people  to  buy  or  rent  a better  class  of  house.  There 
is  one  phase  of  the  housing  question  in  your  district  which  strikes  an  outsider  when  first  coming  in,  and 
that  is,  the  enormous  rents  demanded  for  a workman’s  dwelling.  The  rents  are  certainly  high,  as  com- 
pared with  some  other  districts,  and  this,  in  some  measure  accounts  for  the  overcrowding  in  the  two  and 
three  roomed  houses.  Were  rents  less  excessive  I am  convinced  that  the  overcrowding  of  the  smaller 
houses  would  eventually  solve  itself  by  the  gradual  occupation  of  the  larger  ones,  by  those  who  now  think 
the  rents  excessive. 

Another  phase  to  which  I would  like  to  draw  your  attention,  of  the  overcrowding  of  houses  in 
your  district,  and  one  which  could  be  remedied  or  avoided,  particularly  by  young  people  setting  up  house 
for  the  first  time.  I refer  to  the  overcrowding  of  the  house  with  useless  and  cumbersome  furniture.  So 
much  of  this  exists  in  some  houses,  and  particularly  in  houses  which,  from  a sanitary  point  of  view  can  less 
afford  to  curtail  air  space,  that  a quarter  of  the  cubic  air  capacity  of  the  room  is  occupied  with  unnecessary 
furniture.  Were  some  of  our  miners’  houses  less  packed  with  cumbersome  furniture,  the  windows  made 
to  open  easily  and  noiselessly,  chimneys  of  bedrooms  nob  closed  over  with  paper,  and  last  but  not  least, 
although  I know  this  will  be  heterodoxy  of  the  worst  kind  to  some  of  the  good  wives  in  your  district — less 
coals  to  consume  per  diem,  and  thus  avoid  the  usually  overheated  condition  of  small  rooms.  Were  these 
suggestions  put  into  practice,  I am  quite  convinced  ib  would  add  considerably  to  the  comfort  in  the  first 
instance’and  the  ultimate  good  to  the  health  of  the  inmates,  particularly  to  the  health  of  children,  who  are  too 
often  air-starved  because  of  the  conditions  stated. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

During  the  year  517  births  and  273  deaths  were  registered,  the  former  giving  a rate  equivalent  to 
29*7,  and  the  latter  15'4  per  annum  per  1000,  estimating — as  accurately  as  possible — the  population  at 
17,400  to  the  end  of  June.  The  birth-rate  is  thus  considerably  less  and  the  death-rate  somewhat  higher 
than  for  the  previous  year.  The  difference  between  the  local  and  the  county  rate  is  insignificent,  the  county 
rate  being  slightly  more  favourable.  The  local  rates  for  the  previous  year  however  were  exceptional,  in 
that  the  birth-rate  was  much  higher  and  the  death-rate  considerably  lower  than  the  average  for  the  county. 
Were  the  rate  of  the  deaths  actually  occurring  in  the  District  taken,  it  would  be  under  that  of  the  county 
average,  but  deaths  of  persons  occurring  without  the  District,  whose  fixed  or  usual  residence  was  in  it,  are 
known  as  “ Transferable  Deaths  ” and  must  be  credited  to  the  District  of  their  previous  residence. 
26  persons,  most  of  whom  died  in  the  Lanchester  Workhouse  or  Sedgefield  Asylum,  died  outside  the 
District. 

Infant  mortality,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  synchronises  this  year  with  the  birth  and 
death-rates  in  being  less  satisfactory,  the  figures  being  150‘8  as  compared  with  73-6  per  1000  births  last 
year.  78  deaths  occurred  in  infants  under  one  year,  the  majority  of  these  deaths  being  due  to  the  conditions 
of  life  of  the  parents  and  resulting  in  Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation  ol  the  children,  including  Pre- 
mature Birth  ; also  Pulmonary  diseases  and  the  various  forms  of  Tuberculosis.  44  deaths  occurred  from 
Respiratory  diseases.  Violent  deaths, — excluding  Suicides  of  which  there  were  two, — accounted  for  nine. 
Tuberculosis  thirty-three,  Zymotic  diseases  twenty -seven  and  Cancer  ten. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  averages  of  births  and  deaths  for  the  county  in  comparison  with 
those  of  the  District. 


Registered  number  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  each  month  in  the  year. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June 

July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Totals. 

BIRTHS. 

M. 

19 

12 

11 

29 

22 

18 

22 

18 

29 

26 

21 

20 

247 

1 517 

F. 

19 

20 

25 

25 

22 

20 

27 

24 

27 

21 

21 

19 

270 

\ 

DEATHS. 

M. 

14 

12 

8 

9 

10 

11 

7 

9 

7 

3 

7 

9 

106 

1 247 

F. 

12 

11 

7 

15 

11 

13 

14 

7 

15 

6 

16 

14 

141 

J 

The  above  Table  shows  that  the 

(a)  Female  birth-rate  is  greater  than  the  male  birth-rate. 

(b)  Female  death-rate  „ „ „ death-rate. 

(c)  Lowest  birth-rate  is  in  the  month  of  February. 

(d)  Highest  „ „ „ „ September. 

(e)  Lowest  „ „ „ 1st  half  of  the  year. 

(f)  Lowest  death-rate  is  in  the  2nd  „ „ „ 

(g)  Lowest  „ „ „ month  of  October. 

(h)  Highest  „ „ „ „ January. 
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County 

Annfield  Plain 

Birthrate  ... 

(per  1000  population) 

30-6 

29  7 

Death-rate 

15-1 

15-4 

Zymotic  death-rate  ... 

1-85 

2-6 

Infantile  Mortality-rate 

(per  1000  births) 

137 

150.8 

Small  Pox... 

(per  1000  population) 

nil 

nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

0T5 

0T1 

Diphtheria  and  Membraneous  Croup  ... 

,, 

019 

046 

*•  Fever”  (Enteric  and  Continued) 

,, 

0-06 

0-06 

Measles  ... 

0-41 

0-57 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0T8 

0-34 

Diarrhoea  ... 

99 

0-85 

1-03 

Phthisis  ... 

0 89 

0-80 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

9f 

0-53 

1-09 

Acute  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...  ... 

” 

253 

253 

For  detailed  particulars,  see  Government  Schedules  attached. 


Table  I. 

ANNFIELD  PLAIN  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during;  1913  and  previous  years. 
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Table  III. 

ANNFIELD  PLAIN  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1913. 


Table  IV. 


ANNFIELD  PLAIN  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Infant  Hortality. 

1913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  Various  Ages  under  1 Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

CD 

CD 

£ 

CD 

~D 

a 

tD 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

4 weeks. 

4 weeks  and 

under  3 m’ths 

3 months  & 

under  6 m’ths 

6 months  & 

under  9 m’ths 

9 months  & 

under  1 2 m’ths 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 year. 

All  [ Certified 

Causes)  Uncertified 

25 

1 

4 

1 

30 

1 

9 

1 

10 

1 

14 

I 

15 

78 

3 

f Small-pox  ... 

j Chicken-pox 

J Measles 

1 

1 

] Scarlet  Fever 

j Whooping  Cough 

2 

2 

[ Diphtheria  and  Croup 

1 

L 

Erysipelas  ... 

(Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

1 

3 

-]  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

1 

4 

( Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Meningitis  {not  Tuberculous 

1 

I 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Laryngitis  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 

1 

4 

3 

1 

9 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

1 

4 

7 

(Diarrhoea  ... 

1 

1 

2 

) Enteritis 

1 

1 

3 

5 

10 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis  ... 

1 

1 

1 

( Congenital  Malformations 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

-(Premature  Birth 

12 

12 

12 

( Atrophy,  Debility  & Marasmus 

8 

2 

1 

11 

3 

14 

Other  Causes 

2 

2 

1 

3 

Totals 

24 

5 

1 

33 

11 

11 

14 

12 

78 

Nett  Births  in  the  year 


legitimate,  488. 
illegitimate,  29. 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of 


legitimate  infants,  78. 
illegitimate  infants,  0. 


W.  M.  MORISON,  D.P.H.,  Etc. 


February,  1914. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Notifiable  Diseases 

reported  for  each  month  of  the  year. 


Feb. 

Mar. 

o. 

< 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

o» 

CD 

(Z) 

O 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Deaths 

(a)  Mean  Temperature 

46° 

48° 

49° 

48° 

55° 

60° 

61° 

63° 

60° 

56° 

52° 

48° 

(b)  Mean  Range  of  Temperature 

16° 

22° 

19° 

16° 

15° 

15° 

11° 

13° 

13° 

17° 

17° 

14° 

(1)  Diphtheria 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

6 

4 

31 

9 

(2)  Enteric  Fever 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

7 

I 

(3)  Erysipelas 

2 

4 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

18 

(4)  Scarlatina 

3 

11 

7 

1 

1 

5 

7 

2 

5 

6 

1 

49 

2 

TOTALS 

8 

14 

14 

6 

6 

2 

9 

9 

8 

7 

13 

» 

105 

12 

The  above  Table  gives  an  accurate  idea  of  the  number  and  distribution  of  notifiable  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis,  over  the  months  of  the  year,  and  the  deaths  resulting  therefrom. 


The  greatest  number  were  reported  in  the  months  of  November,  February  and  March,  and  it  may 
be  observed  that  the  mean  range  of  temperature  was  greatest  during  these  months,  and  that  the  tempera- 
ture was  below  52  degrees  F.  I should  be  interested  to  know  if  this  is  the  experience  of  other  observers 
with  regard  to  the  usual  prevalence  of  notifiable  diseases. 

Diphtheria,  this  year,  was  much  more  prevalent,  cases  being  reported  for  each  month  of  the  year 
31  cases  as  compared  with  18  in  the  previous  year.  The  disease  was  of  a very  dangerous  variety,  9 deaths, 
as  will  be  noticed,  occurring  during  the  year.  Twenty  four  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Enteric. — There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  reported,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  and  only  1 death.  Six  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  These  cases  were  of  a 
sporadic  character,  no  connection,  so  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  existing  between  them,  nothing  could  be 
discovered  to  indicate  the  source  from  which  they  originated. 

Scarlatina. — This  disease  had  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  reported  as  compared  with  • 
the  previous  year — 49  this  year  against  42  for  the  previous  one.  Forty  seven  of  these  were  removed  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital  and  two  deaths  occurred. 
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Statement  of  Notifications  under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1912. 


AGES. 

VO 

vo 

VO 

VO 

vo 

to 

y 'S 

7 

vO 

1 

7 

'M 

1 

CO 

1 

1 

*o 

1 

1 

1 

o 

VO 

1 

VO 

1 

VO 

lO 

VO  Q. 

CM 

CO 

o 

CD  5^ 

M. 

8 

4 

4 

3 

1 

20 

) 

Phthisis 

l 45 

(Pulmonary) 

F. 

10 

10 

4 

1 

25 

f 

M. 

3 

3 

Meningitis 

J-  3 

(Tuberculous) 

F. 

p 

Other 

M. 

4 

9 

3 

3 

1 

1 

21 

) 

Tuberculous 

( 43 

Diseases 

F. 

2 

2 

9 

7 

i ! 

1 

22 

\ 

Totals 

5 

6 

36 

24 

. i 
6 1 

8 

2 

1 

l 

9! 

The  above  Table  gives  the  age  distribution  of  Tuberculous  disease  in  the  district.  The  Pulmon- 
ary forms  are,  according  to  the  Table,  slightly  more  in  evidence  than  the  other  varieties,  and  in  females 
more  so  than  in  males. 

It  will  also  be  noted  that  the  ages  most  commonly  affected  with  this  fell  disease  lies  between  5 and 
45  years,  extreme  youth  and  age  being  more  immune  from  attack. 

In  Table  II  it  may  be  noticed  that  the  Parish  of  Kyo  was  responsible  for  48  notifications,  Collierley 
for  24,  and  Greencroft  (Within)  for  19.  This  shows  that,  according  to  population,  the  disease  is  fairly 
equally  distributed  over  the  three  parishes.  The  death-rate  from  Tuberculosis  is  1.89  per  annum  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  This  is  somewhat  above  the  average  for  the  county. 

(a) .  Visits  made  on  receipt  of  Primary  Notifications.  All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified 
to  me  are  reported  weekly  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  C.M.O.  notifies  the  local  Lady  Health  Visitor,  who  was  appointed  by  the  C.C.,  and  who, 
among  other  duties,  is  responsible  for  making  a detailed  report  upcn,  not  only  the  social  and  general 
health  condition  of  the  patient  and  the  other  inmates  of  the  house,  but  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
house  and  its  surroundings. 

A copy  of  these  reports  are  sent  to  me,  and  any  condition  requiring  attention  under  the  department 
of  the  M.O.  is  forthwith  attended  to. 

(b)  Subsequent  Visits.  The  Lady  Health  Visitor  is  expected  to  visit  at  stated  intervals 
patients  thus  reported  to  her,  unless  removed  to  a Sanatorium. 

(c)  Nature  of  any  arrangements  for  the  detection  of  unrecognised  cases  of  Tuber  = 
culosis  associated  with  notified  cases  of  the  disease : — Up  to  the  present  no  formal  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  this  purpose  in  our  district.  Under  the  new  conditions  brought  about  by  the  Sana- 
torium Benefit  of  the  National  Health  Insurance  Act  and  the  compulsory  notification  of  all  forms  of 
Tuberculosis,  medical  practitioners  are  now  on  the  alert  for  all  possible  cases  of  the  disease. 

When  once  a case  of  Tuberculosis  is  discovered  in  a family,  the  other  members  are  usually  under  the 
surveillance  of  the  medical  attendant  for  the  first  suspicious  signs.  The  Lady  He  dth  Visitor  also  instructs 
the  people,  whose  houses  are  visited  by  her,  to  report  themselves  to  their  medical  attendant,  or  at  the 
Dispensary,  should  any  suspicious  signs  make  their  appearance. 
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(d)  Nature  of  arrangements  made  or  proposed  for  utilizing  the  services  of  the  Tuber- 
culosis Officer  or  Nurses  for  the  above  purposes  : — The  Tuberculosis  Officers  are  always  at  the 
disposal,  if  required,  of  the  local  medical  practitioners  for  consultative  purposes  only.  The  remainder  of 
the  question  is  answered  under  (c). 

(e)  Measures  of  Cleansing  and  Disinfection.  When  a patient  dies  from  the  disease  or  is 
removed  to  a Sanatorium  the  house  is  disinfected  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Vide  paragraph  on  Disinfection. 


Non-HotifiaMe  Diseases. 

Measles. — We  have  had  outbreaks  of  this  disease  in  more  or  less  epidemic  form  during  the  year, 
and  on  one  occasion  the  percentage  of  children  attending  the  Annfield  Plain  Infant  School  was  so  reduced 
that  it  was  considered  advisable  to  close  it  from  the  20th  January  to  7th  February.  Ten  deaths  were  re- 
corded as  resulting  from  the  disease.  This,  however,  does  not  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  ravages  of 
this  fell  disease  among  children,  as  many  die,  not  from  the  initial  attack,  but  from  the  distressing  bronchial 
troubles  that  follow.  Parents  are  still  very  remiss  in  the  attention  and  care  given  to  children  suffering  from 
this  disease,  notwithstanding  the  many  warnings  given  by  medical  men  respecting  the  dangerous  compli- 
cations which  are  always  likely  to  supervene  in  the  course  of  this  illness. 

Whooping  Cough.  —6  deaths  occured  from  this  disease.  Sporadic  cases  occured  in  the  district 
from  time  to  time,  but  fortunately  the  disease  did  not  assume  epidemic  proportions. 

Diarrhoea  and  Epidemic  Enteritis. — The  higher  death-rate  from  the  above  diseases  was 
due  to  the  fact  that  a much  greater  number  of  children  were  affected,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year — 
a year  that  was  unprecedently  immune  from  intestinal  diseases — owing  to  the  summer  temperature  being 
somewhat  above  the  average.  A temperate  summer  always  means  a lessened  mortality  from  intestinal 
troubles  in  children. 


Bacteriological  Examinations. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  specimens  sent  in  by  medical  practitioners  in  the 
District  for  examination  during  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  arrangements  made  between  the 
C.C.  and  the  Durham  C.  of  Medicine. 


Number  of 
Specimens 
Submitted. 

Positive. 

RESULTS. 

Negative. 

Inconclusive. 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Phthisis  (sputum) 

22 

5 

17 

0 

Totals 

22 

5 

17 

0 

Bacteriological  examination  of  blood,  sputum  and  excretions  of  patients  is  of  the  greatest  value 
in  clearing  up  the  diagnosis  of  doubtful  cases  of  certain  infectious  diseases. 
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Disinfection. 

Every  house  from  which  an  infectious  disease  is  notified  is,  on  the  death  of  the  patient, 
removal  to  Hospital  or  convalescent  from  the  disease,  disinfected  by  spraying  with  a solution  of 
Formalin,  but  as  some  doubt  exists  that  after  all  the  method  is  not  satisfactory,  that  the  micro-organisms 
or  virus  of  the  infective  disease  is  not  destroyed,  particularly  the  bacillus  of  phthisis,  I would  respectfully 
suggest  to  the  Council  that  some  arrangement  should  be  made  with  the  Lanchester  Joint  Hospital  Board 
whereby  all  bedding,  clothes,  curtains,  &c.,  from  infected  houses  should  be  disinfected  at  Tanfield  Isolation 
Hospital  by  the  high  pressure  steam  method.  A high  pressure  steam  boiler  and  chamber  is  in  use  there, 
and  as  we  know,  steam,  under  pressure,  penetrates  into  badly  conducting  articles,  such  as  mattresses, 
pillows  and  clothing,  far  more  quickly  than  dry  heat  and  is  the  most  satisfactory  method  of  disinfection 
now  in  use. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  MORISON,  D.P.H.,  Etc., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February,  1914. 


ANNFIELD  PLAIN  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1913- 


Lanchester  Joint  Hospital  Board. 


ANNFIELD  PLAIN  URBAN  DISTRICT 


i.==Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

N umber  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

3 

Prosecutions. 

4 

Factories  (Including  Factory  Laundries) 

25 

NONE 

NONE 

Workshops  (Including  Workshop  Laundries)  ... 

77 

3 

NONE 

Workplaces 

I 

— 

— 

Total 

102 

3 

NONE 

2=  = Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

1 Number  of 
j of 

Prosecutions 

Found. 

Remedied. 

3 

Relerred  to 
H.  M. 
Inspector. 

4 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Ads  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...j 

1 

1 

NONE 

NONE 

Want  of  Ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...j 

1 - - 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  ...  ...  ..J 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

( insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Accommodation  -j  unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

NONE 

NONE 

( not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

Total 

4 

4 

NONE 

NONE 

3. — HOME  WORK. 


1TIL. 


4.==Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

1 

Number. 

2 

Tailoring 

3 

Millinery 

2 

Shoemaking  ... 

4 

Blacksmiths  ... 

3 

Joinery 

7 

Retail  Bakehouses 

7 

Saddlery 

2 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ... 

28 

5.  ==Other  Matters. 


CLASS. 

I 

NUMBER 

(1) 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s  133  1901) 

— 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M  ] Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

Inspector  as  remediable  under  the  Public  i 

Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  [ 

2 

and  Workshop  Act,  (s  5)  J Reports  (of  action)  sent  to  H.M.  Irspector... 

2 

Other 

— 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s  101  1901): — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  j ear 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 

W.  M.  MORISON,  D.P.H.,  Etc., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


February,  1914. 


